The Bloody Assize
Feversham had sent out Colonel Oglethorpe with a
party to scout round the roads between Bridgwater and
Bristol and see if there was any movement of Monmouth
in that direction; and had not the Colonel gone too far
afield, he must have found some signs of the enemy in the
neighbourhood of Peasy Farm. But Oglethorpe discovered
nothing of Monmouth's movements and sent word to the
camp about midnight that all was well, upon which news
Feversham retired to bed. Later, Oglethorpe pushed out
towards Bridgwater, and sending out a patrol of four men
to the gates of the town, they returned with news that
Monmouth and his army had left the town by the Bristol
road. Oglethorpe hurried back to Weston Zoyland only
to find that there was a battle in progress.
Lord Wolseley thinks that he ought to have been " dis-
missed the army for incompetence and carelessness," but it
should be remembered that it was night, the country was
strange to him, he had no maps and not a force at his dis-
posal that allowed him to throw out many separate patrols.
Wolseley's criticism was, perhaps, intended to exalt his hero
Churchill, who made no mistakes, though it is not very clear
what part he took in the events preceding the night attack.
When Monmouth's army turned on to the open moor
Godfrey was successful in finding for them the steaning or
ford over the first ditch near Parchey. Then in an en-
deavour to find the ford across the Langmoor Rhine, and
perhaps owing to a desire to keep well to the east of Chedzjoy,
where some of the King's horse were stationed, Godfrey was
at fault, and they had to cross this obstacle as well as they
could. It was successfully overcome, and horse, foot and
guns got across in safety. A mist or fog had now come over
the marshes, and though it obscured their movements from
the enemy it also made orderly progress more difficult.
After crossing the second ditch the army reformed.
Some men had lost their way, and a few horses had stuck in
the bog, but at one o'clock they had reached a spot within
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